
ALIGNMENT OF  
NORTH DAKOTA: PEOPLE LIVING ON THE LAND 
TO NORTH DAKOTA CONTENT STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
North Dakota Content Standards 
Grade 8 Social Studies 
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UNIT 1, LESSON 1 PALEOCENE TO 1200 AD – Changing Landscapes 
TOPIC 1    Geology and Time X X 
TOPIC 2    Geology X X X 
TOPIC 3    Plants and Animals X X 

UNIT 1, LESSON 2 PALEOCENE TO 1200 AD – Making a Living 
TOPIC 1    The People and Their Tools X X X 
TOPIC 2    Hunting X X 
TOPIC 3    Trade X X X 
TOPIC 4    Housing X X X 
TOPIC 5    Life at Lake Ilo X X 

UNIT 1, LESSON 3 PALEOCENE TO 1200 AD – Building Communities 
TOPIC 1    Migrations X X 
TOPIC 2    Families X X 
TOPIC 3    Villages X 
TOPIC 4    Societies X X 

UNIT 1, LESSON 4 PALEOCENE TO 1200 AD – Alliances and Conflicts 
TOPIC 1    Conflicts X 

UNIT 2, LESSON 1 A TIME FOR TRANSFORMATION, 1201-1860 – Changing Landscapes 
TOPIC 1    Regions of North Dakota X X X X X 
TOPIC 2    Climate X X X 
TOPIC 3    Boundaries X X 
TOPIC 4    Animals X X 

UNIT 2, LESSON 2 A TIME FOR TRANSFORMATION, 1201-1860 – Making a Living 
TOPIC 1    Corn Culture X X X 
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TOPIC 2    Horses Return X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Bison Hunters X X X X 
TOPIC 4    Explorers X X X X 
TOPIC 5    Fur Trade X X X X 

UNIT 2, LESSON 3 A TIME FOR TRANSFORMATION, 1201-1860 – Building Communities 
TOPIC 1    Mandans X X 
TOPIC 2    Arikaras X X X 
TOPIC 3    Hidatsas X X 
TOPIC 4    Dakotas X X 
TOPIC 5    Chippewas X X 
TOPIC 6    Selkirk Colony     X X X X 

UNIT 2, LESSON 4 A TIME FOR TRANSFORMATION, 1201-1860 – Alliances and Conflicts 
TOPIC 1    Smallpox Epidemics X X 
TOPIC 2    Diplomacy, Trade, and War X X X 
TOPIC 3    Three Tribes Alliance X X X X 

UNIT 3, LESSON 1 WAVES OF DEVELOPMENT, 1861-1920 – Changing Landscapes 
TOPIC 1    Territory and State Boundaries X X X X 
TOPIC 2    Newcomers’ View of the Land X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Devils Lake X X X X 
TOPIC 4    Reservation Boundaries X X X X 
TOPIC 5    Blizzards, Floods, and Drought X X X X 
TOPIC 6    Railroads X X X X X 
TOPIC 7    National Forest X X 

UNIT 3, LESSON 2 WAVES OF DEVELOPMENT, 1861-1920 – Making a Living 
TOPIC 1    Dakota Territory X X 
TOPIC 2    Ranching X X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Farming X X X X X 
TOPIC 4    Federal Legislation X X X X X X 
TOPIC 5    Bison Hunting X X X X X 
TOPIC 6    Soldiering X X X X 
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TOPIC 7    Urban Life X X X 
TOPIC 8    Working on Reservations X X X X X X 
TOPIC 9    Industries: Coal and Brick X X X X X 
TOPIC 10    Hired Girl X X 

UNIT 3, LESSON 3 WAVES OF DEVELOPMENT, 1861-1920 – Building Communities 
TOPIC 1    Families X X X 
TOPIC 2    Schools X X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Churches X X X 
TOPIC 4    Fairs and 4-H X 
TOPIC 5    Poor Relief X X X X 
TOPIC 6    European Cultural Heritage X X X X 
TOPIC 7    Telling Our Story X X X X 

UNIT 3, LESSON 4 WAVES OF DEVELOPMENT, 1861-1920 – Alliances and Conflicts 
TOPIC 1    U.S. Army in Dakota Territory X X X 
TOPIC 2    Sitting Bull’s People X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Law and Order in Dakota Territory X X X 
TOPIC 4    Statehood X X X X 
TOPIC 5    Bosses and Reformers X X X 
TOPIC 6    Progressive Movements X X X X 
TOPIC 7    Nonpartisan League and IVA X X X 
TOPIC 8    Suffrage X X X X 
TOPIC 9    Spanish American War X X X 
TOPIC 10    USS North Dakota X X X X 
TOPIC 11    The Great War (1917-1918) X X X 

UNIT 4, LESSON 1 MODERN NORTH DAKOTA, 1921-PRESENT – Changing Landscapes 
TOPIC 1    Garrison Dam and Diversion X X X X 
TOPIC 2    WPA and CCC X X 
TOPIC 3    Ghost Towns and Railroads X X X X 
TOPIC 4    Missile Defense System X X X 
TOPIC 5    Energy X X X X X 



ALIGNMENT OF  
NORTH DAKOTA: PEOPLE LIVING ON THE LAND 
TO NORTH DAKOTA CONTENT STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 

UNIT 4, LESSON 2 MODERN NORTH DAKOTA, 1921-PRESENT – Making a Living 
TOPIC 1    Miners and Oil Workers X X X X X 
TOPIC 2    The Great Depression and Drought X X X 
TOPIC 3    Agriculture X X X X X 
TOPIC 4    Manufacturing X X X 
TOPIC 5    Modern Tribal Economies X X X X 
TOPIC 6    Women and Work X X X X 

UNIT 4, LESSON 3 MODERN NORTH DAKOTA, 1921-PRESENT – Building Communities 
TOPIC 1    Youth Organizations X X X 
TOPIC 2    Cooperatives X X X X 
TOPIC 3    Family X X X 
TOPIC 4    Communications X X X 
TOPIC 5    Sports X X 
TOPIC 6    Relocation & Termination X X X X X 
TOPIC 7    Correspondence School X X 

UNIT 4, LESSON 4 MODERN NORTH DAKOTA, 1921-PRESENT – Alliances and Conflicts 
TOPIC 1    Indian Citizenship and the IRA X X X X 
TOPIC 2    Modern Politics X X 
TOPIC 3    Experience of War X X 
TOPIC 4    Judge Davies and Civil Rights X X X 
TOPIC 5    Modern Government X X X X 
TOPIC 6    The Cold War X X X 




